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Agora Keeping up with ASEAN

Executive summary

The UK faces significant opportunities and challenges in the Indo-Pacific.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is at the height of its
geopolitical importance, but this potential belies a fragile and uncertain region.
It is imperative for the UK and ASEAN to come together on areas where both can
benefit and to manage expectations on the limits and freedoms of both.

This policy paper attempts to map out the present areas of cooperation
between ASEAN and UK on a variety of aspects including international
cooperation, economic prosperity, and regional security. It focuses on the UK’s
presence in the Indo-Pacific region, specifically in the context of its post-Brexit
engagement as an entity separate from the European Union. The paper argues
that ASEAN stands to benefit from the UK'’s ‘tilt to the Indo-Pacific’, referenced
in recent official documents such as the Integrated Review of Security, Defence,
Development and Foreign Policy. In the context of an ever-evolving region, the
briefing will develop added areas of cooperation to undertake in the coming
years.

Now operating as a separate political entity from the EU, the UK will
require additional legwork in its engagement with ASEAN. Firstly, the UK must
focus on being a force multiplier of international law and norms. Secondly, the
UK must deepen economic ties with ASEAN - whether with the group as a whole
or with its individual member states - and maximise the momentum towards
post-pandemic recovery. Thirdly, the UK must strengthen and bolster security
linkages in the region and be ambitious in its role as a strategic actor in the
region. The Indo-Pacific region houses a variety of security partnerships and
alliances that has helped maintain the peace and security in the region, despite
traversing a tumultuous period.

The UK must build upon its previous engagement with the region to
develop an independent Indo-Pacific policy centred around ASEAN and aiming
to establish itself as a reliable and ambitious security partner.
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Introduction

As an entity now separate from the European Union, the UK is again free
to pursue and rebuild its previous engagements with ASEAN. Aiming to establish
itself as a reliable and ambitious security partner within the Indo-Pacific region.
The UK's ‘tilt to the Indo-Pacific’ is a response to the developing prosperity and
security, and changing dynamics in an increasingly important region in world
politics and economy.

ASEAN stands to benefit from the UK's increasing presence economically,
politically, and in maritime security.

While this new burgeoning partnership between the UK and ASEAN may
provide new opportunities in developing and further stabilising the region, the
UK faces a tremendous challenge in developing previous and creating new
arrangements that will maximise its role within the Indo-Pacific region.

A region of potential and uncertainties

The ASEAN region is at the height of its geopolitical importance. More
than USS3tn in trade passes through the region’s largest body of water, the
South China Sea, annually[1]. Enormous economic input and output enters and
exits the region respectively through the Straits of Malacca and Singapore, both
equally important and strategic shipping lanes considered to be among the
busiest in the world [2]. Asia prides itself on its powerhouse logistics activity,
where demand is spiking as the world enters the post-pandemic new normal [3].
Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam are the top logistics
contenders [4]. The Asia-Pacific’'s e-commerce logistics market size (57.3%) is the
world’s largest, outpacing other regions combined [5].

This potential, however, is fragile and replete with uncertainties. High
levels of economic activity often beget poor environmental sustainability and
lead to supply chain disruptions due to natural phenomena. It is therefore no
coincidence that Asia’s big market potential and growth is, and is expected to be,
the hardest hit by climate change [6]. Asia-Pacific has the highest share of
natural disasters (at 39.4%) in the last two decades. Of this, South-East Asia has
been the most badly hit [7].

ASEAN’s economic momentum faced significant setbacks due to the
pandemic, slowing down performance especially in the tourism and service
sectors [8]. While recovery is indeed in the making, the road there is expected to
be long [9].
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Geopolitical developments also risk weighing ASEAN down. The region
houses a long-running strategic rivalry between China and the United States,
flaring up since 2009 following Washington’s ‘pivot’ to Asia [10]. The competition
has only intensified since then and ASEAN countries are caught in the mire [11].
Some states, including the Philippines, have pursued a more balanced strategy
that taps into both the economic benefits of a well-rounded relationship with
Beijing and the buffers of a strategic partnership with Washington [12]. Potential
flashpoints up north, including North Korea’s missiles testing, pose major risks
for ASEAN stability [13]; cross-straits crisis between China and Taiwan risks
disrupting global supply chain connections to North-East Asia [14]; more
recently, the invasion of Ukraine has affected ASEAN’s outlook towards Russia, a
neighbour to the north [15].

ASEAN also faces many challenges within the region. The debilitating
aggressions in the South China Sea have stalled peace and stability in the region
[16]. China’s activities in the contested waters have undermined several
countries’ sovereignties in the region [17]. The pandemic has slowed down
progress on this front, affecting even the dialogue and negotiations on the Code
of Conduct, a quintessential and binding arrangement essential in keeping the
peace in the region [18]. The military junta-led coup of Burma’s democratically
elected government also tested ASEAN’s integrity to the seams. One year on,
peace remains elusive, and civilian casualties from targeted protests continue to
climb [19, 20]. The efforts in this regard require international stakeholders to
facilitate the peaceful transfer of power.

As complex as uncertainties and risks are, ASEAN has made its language
clear on developing a collaborative spirit among members and towards external
parties. Many in the region have remained steadfast on ASEAN-led mechanisms.
The body has released the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific to reinforce
dialogue and cooperation over rivalry, to pursue development and prosperity for
all, and to seek maritime security that benefits all [21].

The UK as an important partner to ASEAN

The UK’s more independent post-Brexit international presence fits with
ASEAN’s long-standing belief in multilateralism and ASEAN centrality [22].
ASEAN is generally open to new powers in the region so long as ASEAN centrality
is upheld, and the UK has affirmed this central tenet countless times [23, 24]. The
strong institutional linkages between the UK and ASEAN member states could
further cement this principle within bilateral relationships.

On top of the well-established political relations between the UK and
ASEAN member states, the budding relations with the organisation as a whole
have flourished [25]. Institutional linkages are slowly built from the ground up at



Agora Keeping up with ASEAN

the summit level. The UK’s National Crime Agency gained Dialogue Partner
status of the ASEAN Chiefs of National Police (ASEANAPOL) in September 2019
[26]. Two months later, the UK Mission to ASEAN was established, charting
Downing Street’s post-Brexit engagement with Southeast Asia [27]. Then UK
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab held a meeting with ASEAN foreign ministers in
September 2020, the first, and a follow-up meeting ensued in April 2021 [28].
These critical meetings discussed COVID-19 response and aid, economic
recovery, and climate change. The UK was conferred ASEAN Dialogue Partner on
August 2021, paving the way for deeper and meaningful ways for cooperation
[29]. This culminated in the September 2021 Joint Ministerial Declaration on
Future Economic Cooperation between ASEAN and the UK, as the world slowly
entered the post-pandemic scenario [30]. The first formal meeting between the
economic ministers of the UK and ASEAN signals a deference to multilateralism,
fair trade, and a recognition of ASEAN’s Economic Blueprint 2025.

Despite these encouraging developments, much work needs to be done to
strengthen UK-ASEAN relations. In a survey on ASEAN views, about 0.8%
believed the UK to hold political and strategic influence [31]. The UK and ASEAN
can work on a number of issues including pandemic recovery, strengthening
supply chains and open market, international standards for regulatory
frameworks, digital innovation, sustainable growth. The remainder of this paper
will focus on the opportunities for both to cooperate on strengthening
international laws and norms, economic exchanges, and security in the region.

The UK as a defender of international law and norms

An average of 3.4% of survey respondents in ASEAN believe that the UK
can step up, provide leadership, maintain the rules-based international order,
and uphold international law - a slight uptick from 2.8% in 2021 [32]. Although
this figure is at present small, the UK has the potential to become an engaged
and reliable partner for ASEAN to reinforce international law and norms in the
region. The strong commitment to the rules-based international order is core to
the post-Brexit British foreign policy [33].

The UK and ASEAN can work together on maritime security. Britain is
signatory of countless international treaties that ASEAN too upholds in its own
backyard, especially the UN Convention on the Law of the Seas (UNCLOS). The
British Government argues UNCLOS to be “a critical part of the rules-based
international system” and is committed to upholding the law [34]. The Royal
Navy has exercised the right of free navigation overseas in the past, notable ones
including HMS Albion’s visit to Vietnam in September 2018 and, more recently,
HMS Elizabeth’s (and the rest of the Strike Carrier Group) long deployment in
the South China Sea in October 2021 [35]. Both have stirred China [36]. The UK’s
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foreign policy position on the South China Sea was made clear by a Note Verbale,
co-released with France and Germany in September 2020, rejecting China’s
illegal maritime claims [37]. This affirms and supplements ASEAN’s moves into
maritime security together with other dialogue partners like the EU, the US,
Japan, and South Korea.

The UK is also a signatory to the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), limiting
arms use of nuclear technology and promoting its peaceful use. The NPT is an
irreplaceable foundation of the international system [38]. However, the UK’s shift
in nuclear policy in the Indo-Pacific raises doubts on its NPT commitment [39].
Although a relatively welcomed development, ASEAN remains cautious of the
advent of the Australia-United Kingdom-United States (AUKUS) Trilateral
Security Partnership [40]. It is important to bring ASEAN back to the core of the
discussion and define the many ways in which new and profound initiatives such
as the AUKUS brings a more secure and stable Indo-Pacific [41]. On top of this,
Britain and her allies must be steadfast in allaying fears of a potential arms race
in the region [42].

Another issue of great concern to ASEAN is the February 2021 coup in
Burma [43]. The military overthrew the democratically elected government of
Burma, resulting in a profound existential crisis for ASEAN [44]. Since then, the
organisation has adopted a five-point Consensus returning political normalcy in
the country [45]. One year on, however, the military remains reluctant to
undergo a political transition, with no concrete improvements to the situation
[46]. The international attention and support on the matter has been
unfortunately lacking, further threatening Burmese citizens with poverty and
regime oppression [47].

As a democracy, the UK must step up in assisting ASEAN into pressuring
the Tatmadaw - Burma’s military - to adhere to the five-point Consensus along
with its other Dialogue Partners [48]. Burma is the story of a long democratic
project in the making. It would be remiss for the UK as a Dialogue Partner, also
as a democracy, not to step up and assist ASEAN.

The economic potential of UK-ASEAN relations

Whilst Brexit modified the framework of UK-ASEAN trade, trade between
the two partners is flourishing. In 2020, UK-ASEAN trade in goods registered a
valuation of USS31bn - a promising start [49].

The UK has well-established ties with ASEAN and has made it among its
top priorities for its post-Brexit trade deals [50]. ASEAN and the UK hold
economic potential for one another. Firstly, the UK can access ASEAN markets
via Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership
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(CPTPP) [51]. CPTPP countries represent 13% of the global gross domestic
product. More than 8% of UK'’s exports (services and goods) and almost 7% of
imports are with CPTPP member states [52]. The UK Government’s negotiations
with the CPTPP commission are set to conclude towards the end of 2022, more
than a year after its formal request to join the free trade group [53]. The UK’s
eventual accession into CPTPP can not only strengthen domestic goals but also
strengthen supply chain linkages abroad [54].

Second, ASEAN can access the British market with relative ease through
negotiated schemes of preference. The UK has the potential to champion the
global trade agenda in Asia, and to lead regional initiatives for maturing market
interaction [55, 56].

One good example is the Philippines. The UK successfully convened its
first Economic Dialogue with the Philippines in 2019. This milestone sets the
tone for deeper cooperation, which has become critical in recent years due to
the pandemic [57]. Philippine exports continue to enjoy tariff-free entrance to
the market thanks to the UK Generalised Scheme of Preference (enhanced
framework) [58]. The UK had also invited the Philippines to join the CPTPP [59].

The UK’s growing security engagement in the region

The UK forms part of the Philippines’ complex web of alliances and
partnerships. The Philippines has sought to bolster security ties with partners
such as the US - Manila’s oldest ally - and regional partners, such as Australia.
The UK’s post-Brexit engagement in the Indo-Pacific thus not only enhances its
regional presence, but presents an opportunity for the country to bolster
linkages with other partners with similar values to defend in the region [60].

It is important for security initiatives to continuously affirm and strictly
adhere to ASEAN centrality [61]. The UK can make good on its promising start by
upholding this as it develops its role in AUKUS. Despite the persisting qualms on
AUKUS, 36.4% of ASEAN citizens polled still believe AUKUS will help balance
China’s growing military power [62]. More than 40% however believe otherwise
citing the new partnership could either escalate regional arms race (22.5%) or
weaken ASEAN centrality (18%). The UK, alongside Australia and the US, bears
the responsibility of ensuring the trilateral partnership does not devolve into
full-blown arms escalation in the region.

The UK is also perceived as a potential partner for ASEAN outside of
AUKUS. The UK trails fourth in ASEAN’s list of strategic options, behind the
European Union, Japan, and Australia [63]. The UK can make good of its strong
international reputation and standing by pursuing, first and foremost, its norm
protection security agenda in Asia. The UK can also bolster bilateral relations
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with ASEAN member states on the side which can help close gaps between the
two.

Conclusion

Countries must effectively adapt to the circumstances of the times. The
UK is ASEAN's potential partner-in-the-making. Freshly out of the EU, the UK’s
post-Brexit foreign policy in the Indo-Pacific will definitely require work. The
British, however, will not be starting from scratch. UK-ASEAN relations have
been growing and London has strategically expressed its interests to deepen ties
with ASEAN and the Indo-Pacific.

This brief has outlined areas that should become the major focus as the
UK deepens ties with ASEAN. First, the UK must be a force multiplier of
international law and norms. Second, the UK must develop a two-sided
beneficial economic engagement with the region. Lastly, the UK must position
itself as a strategic actor in the region. London must prepare for all eventualities
that will likely resist this development and must, above all, pursue all possible
means that will strengthen and bolster existing linkages. This will ensure the UK
remains a valuable partner to ASEAN, as it undeniably is currently.

Policy proposals

B The UK government should further enhance and develop institutional
linkages beyond their political relations with ASEAN, pursuing other
aspects such as digital innovation among other things

B The UK government should step up and assist ASEAN into pressuring
Burma’s military junta to adhere to the five-point Consensus along with its
other Dialogue Partners

B The UK and ASEAN should develop an enhanced economic regional
framework between the two countries to reduce trade barriers and tariffs,
among other issues

B The UK should work to establish a security dialogue within the AUKUS
alliance that affirms and adheres to ASEAN centrality



Agora Keeping up with ASEAN

About the author

Deryk Baladjay is Research Manager at the Amador Research Services and a
Young Leader at the Pacific Forum.

Disclaimer:

The views and opinions expressed in this Agora policy paper are those of
the author(s) and do not reflect the official position of Agora. Responsibility for
the content lies entirely with the author(s).



Agora

Keeping up with ASEAN

References

10

1. Panda, Ankit. August 7, 2017. How Much Trade Transits the South China Sea? Not $5.3 trillion a Year. The Diplomat. Available at:

https:/ /thediplomat.com/2017/08 /how-much-trade-transits-the-south-china-sea-not-5-3-trillion-a-year/

2. Qu, Xiabo and Qiang Mend. 2012. The economic importance of the Straits of Malacca and Singapore: An extreme-scenario analysis.
Transportation Research Part E: Logistics and Transportation Review. Available at:

https:/ /research-repository.griffith.edu.au /bitstream /handle /10072 /47702 /77135 _1.pdf; Vann, Michael G. 2014. When the World Came to
Southeast Asia: Malacca and the Global Economy. Maritime Asia, 19 (2). Available at:

https://www.asianstudies.org/publications /eaa/archives /when-the-world-came-to-southeast-asia-malacca-and-the-global-economy /;
Hirst, Tomas. The world’s most important trade route? May 21, 2014. World Economic Forum. Available at:

https:/ /www.weforum.org/agenda /2014 /05 /world-most-important-trade-route /

3. Chu, Fox, Yuanpeng Li, Yuta Murakami, Cuiwei Sun, and Hanish Yadav. 2021. Asia: The highway of value for global logistics. McKinsey &

Company. Available at: https: //www.mckinsey.com /featured-insights /asia-pacific /asia-the-highway-of-value-for-global-logistics

4. NAOS International. February 22, 2021. Which countries in Asia is the top ten global logistics hub? Available at: https://www.naos-

international.com /which-countries-in-asia-is-the-top-ten-global-logistics-hub /
5. Chu, Li, Murakami, Sun, and Yadav. The highway of value for global logistics.

6. Woetzel, Jonathan, Olver Tonby, Mekala Krishnan, Yuito Yamada, Suvojoy Sengupta, Dickon Pinner, Ruslan Fakhrutdniov, and Tetsu
Watanabe. November 24, 2020. Climate risk and response in Asia. McKinsey Global institute. Available at:

https:/ /www.mckinsey.com /business-functions /sustainability /our-insights /climate-risk-and-response-in-asia; James Conca. November
30, 2020. Why Climate Change Hits Asia Hardest. Forbes. Available at: https://www.forbes.com /sites /jamesconca,/2020/11/30 /climate-

change-hits-asia-hardest /?sh=1c5355e530aa

7. Asia Development Bank and UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. 2021. Asia-Pacific Trade Facilitation Report
2021. Supply Chains of Critical Goods Amid the Covid-19 Pandemic: Disruptions, Recovery, and Resilience. Available at:

https:/ /www.unescap.org/sites /default /d8files /knowledge-products /APTF%20Report_Supply%20Chain%20Resilience.pdf, p. 28.

8. Tomiyama, Atsushi. October 26, 2021. Asian economies take $1.7tn hit from COVID in 2020. Nikkei Asia. Available at:

https:/ /asia.nikkei.com /Spotlight /Coronavirus /Asian-economies-take-1.7tn-hit-from-COVID-in-2020

9. Rajah, Roland. March 15, 2021. Southeast Asia’s post-pandemic recovery outlook. Brookings Institute. Available at:

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/03 /15 /southeast-asias-post-pandemic-recovery-outlook /

10. Clinton, Hillary. October 11, 2011. America’s Pacific Century. Foreign Policy. Available at:
https:/ /foreignpolicy.com/2011/10 /11 /americas-pacific-century/; Council on Foreign Relations. 2022. Timeline: U.S. Relations With China:

1949-2022. Available at: https://www.cfr.org/timeline /us-relations-china

11. Stromseth, Jonathan. October 2019. Don’t make us choose: Southeast Asia in the throes of US-China rivalry. Brookings Institute. Available

at: https:/ /www.brookings.edu /research /dont-make-us-choose-southeast-asia-in-the-throes-of-us-china-rivalry /

12. Sutter, Robert. October 26, 2021. Why US Rivalry with China Will Endure: Implications for Southeast Asia. ISEAS Perspective. Available at:
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries /iseas-perspective /2021-138-why-us-rivalry-with-china-will-endure-implications-for-

southeast-asia-by-robert-sutter/



Agora

1

Keeping up with ASEAN

13. Associated Press. February 6, 2022. ‘Marked acceleration’ in North Korea missile testing, say UN experts. The Guardian. Available at:

https://www.theguardian.com/world /2022 /feb /06 /marked-acceleration-in-north-korea-missile-testing-say-un-experts

14. WaelbroeckRocha, Elisabeth and Rajiv Biswas. November 8, 2021. Taiwan crisis scenario could severely disrupt global manufacturing

supply chains. THS Markit. Available at: https:/ /ihsmarkit.com /research-analysis /taiwan-crisis-scenario-disrupt-global-supply-chain.html

15. Carnell, Robert. March 3, 2022. The Asian economies most exposed to the Russia-Ukraine conflict. ING. Available at:
https:/ /think.ing.com /articles /the-asian-economies-most-exposed-to-the-russia-ukraine-conflict; Guild, James. March 8, 2022. How the
Russian Invasion of Ukraine Might Impact ASEAN Economies. The Diplomat. Available at: https:/ /thediplomat.com /2022 /03 /how-the-

russian-invasion-of-ukraine-might-impact-asean-economies/

16. Council on Foreign Relations. Global Conflict Tracker: Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea. Available at:

https: / /www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict /territorial-disputes-south-china-sea

17. Glaser, Bonnie S. and Gregory Poling. August 20, 2021. China’s Power Grab in the South China Sea. Foreign Affairs. Available at:

https: / /www.foreignaffairs.com /articles/china/2021-08-20 /chinas-power-grab-south-china-sea

18. Ha, Hoang Thi. July 23, 2019. Pitfalls for ASEAN in Negotiating a Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. ISEAS Perspective. Available at:
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/images /pdf /ISEAS_ Perspective_2019_57.pdf; Hoang, Viet. September 28, 2020. The Code of Conduct for the

South China Sea: A Long and Bumpy Road. The Diplomat. Available at: https:/ /thediplomat.com /2020,/09 /the-code-of-conduct-for-the-
south-china-sea-a-long-and-bumpy-road/; BenarNews. November 22, 2021. ASEAN, China Struggle on South China Sea Code of Conduct.

Available at: https://www.benarnews.org/english /news /indonesian /code-issues-11222021160226.html

19. Horsey, Richard. January 25, 2022. One Year On from the Myanmar Coup. International Crisis Group. Available at:

https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/one-year-myanmar-coup

20. Sun, Yun. February 1, 2022. One year after Myanmar’s coup, old and new resistance is undermined by divisions. Brookings Institute.
Available at: https: / /www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos /2022 /02 /01/one-year-after-myanmars-coup-old-and-new-

resistance-is-undermined-by-divisions /

21. ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific, p. 2. Available at: https://asean.org/asean2020 /wp-content /uploads/2021/01/ASEAN-Outlook~

on-the-Indo-Pacific_FINAL_22062019.pdf

22. ASEAN. January 2008. The ASEAN Charter. Available at:

https:/ /asean.org/wp-content/uploads/images/archive /publications /ASEAN-Charter.pdf, p. 7.
23. ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific. pp. 2-3.

24. ASEAN. April 8, 2021. Chairman’s Press Release on the ASEAN-United Kingdom Open-Ended Troika Meeting. Available at:
https:/ /asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05 /Chairmans-Press-Release-on-the-ASEAN-UK-Open-Ended-TROIKA-Meeting-8-April-

2021-Final.pdf

25. ASEAN. Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia. Available at: https: / /asean.org/our-communities /asean-political-security-

community/outward-looking-community /treaty-of-amity-and-cooperation-in-southeast-asia-tac /

26. British Government. February 11, 2022. UK-ASEAN factsheet. Available at: https:/ /www.gov.uk/government /publications /uk-asean-

factsheet /uk-asean-factsheet

27. Parameswaran, Prashanth. January 24, 2020. What Does the UK’s New ASEAN Mission Say About Its Southeast Asia Engagement Post-
Brexit? The Diplomat. Available at: https:/ /thediplomat.com /2020 /01/what-does-the-uks-new-asean-mission-say-about-its-southeast-

asia-engagement-post-brexit/



Agora Keeping up with ASEAN

28. British Government. September 30, 2020. Open-ended Troika virtual meeting between ASEAN foreign ministers and the Foreign
Secretary: ASEAN Chairman’s Statement. Available at: https:/ /www.gov.uk /government /news /asean-chairmans-statement-of-the-open-
ended-troika-virtual-meeting-between-asean-foreign-ministers-and-the-foreign-secretary; Id. April 19, 2021. Virtual meeting between
ASEAN Foreign Ministers and the Foreign Secretary: ASEAN Chairman’s statement. Available at:

https:/ /www.gov.uk /government/news /virtual-meeting-between-asean-foreign-ministers-and-the-foreign-secretary-asean-

chairmans-statement

29. Hood, Andrew and Bob Savic. September 23, 2021. UK-ASEAN Dialogue Partnership Paves Way to Potential Future Trade Accord.
Available at: https:/ /thediplomat.com /2021/09 /uk-asean-dialogue-partnership-paves-way-to-potential-future-trade-accord /

#:~:text=British%20Foreign%20Secretary%20Dominic%20Raab,)%200n%20August%205%2C%202021.

30. Department for International Trade. September 15, 2021. UK-ASEAN Joint Declaration. Available at:

https://www.gov.uk/government /news /uk-asean-joint-declaration

31. ASEAN Studies Centre. February 16, 2022. The State of Southeast Asia 2022: Survey Report. ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute. Available at:
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content /uploads /2022 /02 /The-State-of-SEA-2022 _FA_Digital_FINAL.pdf, 23. The ISEAS Yusof Ishak
Institute’s ASEAN Studies Centre conducted a survey titled the State of Southeast Asia. The survey was responded to by 1, 677 participants

across Southeast Asia.
32. ASEAN Studies Centre, State of Southeast Asia 2022, 27.

33. Wright, Nicholas. September 8, 2020. The UK and international rules-based system. The Foreign Policy Centre. Available at:

https:/ /fpc.org.uk /the-uk-and-the-international-rules-based-system/

34. British Government. September 2020. UK government’s position on legal issues arising in the South China Sea. Foreign, Commonwealth
& Development Office. Available at:

https:/ /data.parliament.uk /DepositedPapers /Files /DEP2020-0516 /UK _govt_analysis_of_legal_issues_in_the_South_China_Sea.pdf

35. BBC News. September 6, 2018. British navy’s HMS Albion warned over South China Sea ‘provocation’. Available at:
https://www.bbc.com /news /uk-45433153; The Maritime Executive. October 12, 2021. UK’s First Carrier Continues Long Deployment in

South China Sea. Available at: https:/ /www.maritime-executive.com /article /uk-s-carrier-strike-group-exercises-in-south-china-sea

36. Girard, Bonnie. July 30, 2021. Britain Returns to Asia, to China’s Dismay. The Diplomat. Available at:
https:/ /thediplomat.com/2021/07 /britain-returns-to-asia-to-chinas-dismay /; Loh, Victor. October 12, 2021. UK plans to beef up military
deployments to Asia. CNBC. Available at: https://www.cnbc.com/2021/10 /12 /royal-navy-and-raf-uk-will-beef-up-military-deployments-

in-asia.html

37. United Kingdom Mission to the United Nations. September 16, 2020. UK NV No. 162 /20. Available at:

https://www.un.org/depts /los/clcs_new /submissions_files /mys_12_12_2019,/2020_09_16_GBR_NV_UN_001pdf

38. British Government. November 1, 2021. Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons: UK report for the 10th review conference,
James Cleverly’s statement. Available at: https:/ /www.gov.uk/government /speeches /treaty-on-the-non-proliferation-of-nuclear-
weapons-uk-report-for-the-10th-review-conference-james-cleverlys-statement#:~:text=As%20an%20original%20signatory%z20of,success

%20for%200ver%2050%20years.

39. Berghofer, Julia. March 22, 2021. The UK Government’s change in nuclear policy could raise difficult questions with the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Community. European Leadership Network. Available at:
https://www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/commentary /the-uk-governments-change-in-nuclear-policy-could-raise-difficult-

questions-with-the-non-proliferation-treaty-npt-community /

12



Agora Keeping up with ASEAN

40. Phua, Amanda Trea. October 29, 2021. CO21157 | AUKUS: ASEAN’s Hesitant Response. S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies.
Available at: https:/ /www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication /rsis /aukus-aseans-hesitant-response /#.Yihv8y8RpQI; Singh, Gurjit. October 27,
2021. The ASEAN disunity over AUKUS. Observer Research Foundation. Available at: https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak /the-asean-

disunity-over-aukus/

41. Supriyanto, Ristian Atriandi. September 28, 2021. Why Southeast Asia Should Welcome AUKUS. Foreign Policy. Available at:

https:/ /foreignpolicy.com/2021,/09 /28 /southeast-asia-asean-australia-aukus-china-united-states /

42. Philippine News Agency. September 20, 2021 Commitment to Asean ‘steadfast as ever’ after UK, US pact: envoy. Available at:
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles /1154113; Mangosing, Frances. October 7, 2021. Australia envoy allays fears over nukes in alliance with UK,

US. Inquirer. Available at: https://globalnation.inquirer.net /199442 /australia-envoy-allays-fears-over-nukes-in-alliance-with-uk-us

43. Office of the Spokesperson. October 15, 2021. Joint Statement of Support for the Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar. U.S.
Department of State. Available at: https: //www.state.gov /joint-statement-of-support-for-the-special-envoy-of-the-asean-chair-on-

myanmar/

44. Connors, Emma. April 25, 2021. ASEAN’s credibility on the line with five-point Myanmar plan. Financial Review. Available at:

https: / /www.afr.com /world/asia /asean-s-credibility-on-the-line-with-five-point-plan-for-myanmar-20210425-p57m6e

45. ASEAN. April 24, 2021. Chairman’s Statement on the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting. Available at:

https:/ /asean.org /wp-content/uploads/Chairmans-Statement-on-ALM-Five-Point-Consensus-24-April-2021-FINAL-a-1.pdf

46. Gaborit, Liv Stoltze. January 31, 2022. Myanmar coup one year on: military junta threatens first executions in decades. The Conversation.

Available at: https:/ /theconversation.com /myanmar-coup-one-year-on-military-junta-threatens-first-executions-in-decades-176043

47. Crisis Group. October 20, 2021. The Deadly Stalemate in Post-coup Myanmar. Available at: https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-

east-asia/myanmar/b170-deadly-stalemate-post-coup-myanmar

48. Horsey, Richard. January 25, 2022. One Year On from the Myanmar Coup. Crisis Group. Available at:

https:/ /www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar /one-year-myanmar-coup

49. ASEAN. 2021. ASEAN Statistical Yearbook 2021. Available at:

https:/ /www.aseanstats.org/wp-content /uploads /2021/12 /ASYB_2021_All_Final.pdf, p. 58.

50. Tani, Shotaro. February 2, 2021 UK makes ASEAN ‘high priority’ for post-Brexit trade deals. Nikkei Asia. Available at:

https:/ /asia.nikkei.com /Editor-s-Picks /Interview /UK-makes-ASEAN-high-priority-for-post-Brexit-trade-deals

51. Koty, Alexander Chipman. August 27, 2021. The UK Starts Talks to Join CPTPP, Seeking Access to ASEAN. ASEAN Briefing. Available at:

https://www.aseanbriefing.com/news /the-uk-starts-talks-to-join-cptpp-seeking-access-to-asean/

52. Smith, Chris. January 26, 2022. UK membership of the trans-Pacific trade agreement. House of Lords Library. Available at:

https:/ /lordslibrary.parliament.uk /uk-membership-of-the-trans-pacific-trade-agreement /
53. Ibid.

54. Prakash, Anita, Alicia Garcia Herrero, and David Martinez Turégano. August 2021. UK-ASEAN Trade: Strengthening the Supply Chain
Linkages. Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia. Available at: https: / /www.eria.org/uploads /media/Research-Project-
Report/2021-11-UK-ASEAN-Trade-Strengthening-Supply-Chain /UK-ASEAN-Trade-Strengthening-the-Supply-Chain-Linkages.pdf; House
of Lords. November 17, 2021. UK accession to the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP):
Scrutiny of the Government’s Negotiating Objectives. Available at:

https://committees.parliament.uk /publications /7859 /documents /81612 /default /

13



Agora Keeping up with ASEAN

55. ASEAN Studies Centre, State of Southeast Asia 2022, 21.
56. ASEAN Studies Centre, State of Southeast Asia 2022, 25.

57. British Embassy Manila. March 21, 2019. The Philippines and the UK Resolve to Deepen Economic Ties. Available at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/news /the-philippines-and-the-uk-resolve-to-deepen-economic-ties

58. Department of Trade and Industry. March 2, 2021. Post-Brexit, PH exporters can now benefit from UK GSP. Available at:

https:/ /www.dti.gov.ph /archives /ph-exporters-uk-gsp/

59. Campos, Othel V. December 10, 2021. UK asks Manila to join CPTPP. Manila Standard. Available at:

https://manilastandard.net /business /economy-trade /372099 /uk-asks-manila-to-join-cptpp.html

60. Rocamora, Joyce Ann L. December 14, 2021. PH, Australia partnership shifts to strategic level. Philippine News Agency. Available at:
https:/ /www.pna.gov.ph /articles /1162687; Department of Foreign Affairs. December 14, 2021. PH, Australia to forge strategic partnership.

Available at: https://dfa.gov.ph /dfa-news /dfa-releasesupdate /29892-ph-australia-to-forge-strategic-partnership
61. Phua, AUKUS: ASEAN’s Hesitant Response.

62. ASEAN Studies Centre, State of Southeast Asia 2022, 29.

63. Ibid., 33.

64. Reuters. April 27, 2021. UK to send Queen Elizabeth aircraft carrier to Japan, S Korea. Available at:
https:/ /www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4 /27 /uks-queen-elizabeth-aircraft-carrier-to-deploy-to-japan-s-korea; Loh, UK plans to beef up

military deployments in Asia.

14



